redestined Marriage
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FL. LATE 9TH CENTURY
Wei Ku of Tuling was an orphan from childhood. When he gra
up he desired an early marriage but for a long time had difficult
in finding a suitable match. In the second year of Cheng Kua
(628) he had occasion to visit Chingho and on his way put up 2
an inn south of Sungcheng. One of the guests at the inn said ths
he knew of a retired official by the name of Pan Fang who had
daughter of marriage age; he said that if Ku was interested h
should go to the Lung Hsing Temple west of the inn and thei
discuss the matter with Pan's middleman.
As Ku was eager for marriage, he went to the temple early ti
next morning when the slanting moon was still bright in the sk]
There on the temple steps he found an old man sitting against
cloth bag and examining a book in the moonlight. Ku went u
to him and looked at the book but could not read the writinj
"What kind of book are you reading, venerable sir?" Ku aske<
"I have studied industriously from my youth and am familiar wit
all kinds of scripts, including the Sanskrit writing of the Wester
countries, but I have never seen anything like the writing in yoi
book."
U0f course you have never seen anything like it," the old ma
said, smiling, "for it is not a book to be found in this world
"What kind of a book is it then?" Ku asked, and the old ma
answered, "It is a book of the nether world."
"How does it happen that you, a man of the other world, ha^
appeared in this one?"
"It is because you are abroad too early in the morning that yo